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B
WO R D O N T H E S T R E E T
“We love our home. It is our home.

these people are our family. We have
already had to leave our homes and
our families once.”

Eleanor Beardsley, 81

NO W YO U K N O W
On this date in 1959, Mattel’s

Barbie doll, created by Ruth
Handler, made its public debut
at the American International
Toy Fair in New York.

Monday, March 9, 2009

Book
out just
in time

A new book on
the history of
Warrington
Township is out
just in time for the
township’s 275th
anniversary.

“Warrington” is
the work of town-
ship residents
Mary Doyle Roth
and Kenneth
Samen, officers of
the Warrington

Historical Society.
The 240-page history contains

more than 200 photographs and cap-
tions that illustrate the township’s
long past. The book is a part of
Arcadia Publishing’s Images of
America series.

“There are pictures of places that
no longer exist and buildings and
areas that still exist, but you would
have a hard time recognizing them,
compared to the way they look
today,” said Roth who, except for a
brief sojourn in Doylestown, has
lived her entire life in Warrington.

The book contains plenty of inter-
esting anecdotes. Take, for example,
the photos of the old, two-story stone
mansion at the intersection of Easton
and Bristol roads. 

The building today is the
Warrington branch office of Hatboro
Federal Savings, 1401 Easton Road.
But it dates back to the 18th century
when John Barclay purchased the
property from Gideon and Elizabeth
Pryor in 1790 and built his mansion
in 1799.

Benjamin Hough bought the
Barclay House and property in 1833.
One of its frequent guests would
become a hero of the Civil War and
18th president of the United States.

Young Ulysses S. Grant, a cousin
of the Houghs, spent his vacations
there while a cadet at the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point,
N.Y., between 1839 and 1843.

There are also some good photos
of the County Line School House. A
school had existed at the site on
County Line Road near Lower State
Road and the Village of Eureka since
the 1750s. A new one-room school
house was built in the late 1850s, one
of four that served the township, and
continued in operation until 1928
when it became a private residence.

The township owns the building
now, and co-author Samen said one of
the historical society’s long-range
goals is to locate its headquarters
there. The society has the old school
house bell that used to summon the
children to class.

You might get a kick out of the
photo in the book of an old receipt
for the payment of school taxes to the
Warrington School District. Dated
Sept. 16, 1929, it indicates that Emily
Schlesler paid her school tax for the
year ending July 1930. The amount
was a whopping $12. 

Samen and Roth are grateful to the
dozens of township residents who
contributed old photos and their sto-
ries for the book.

“Warrington” is on sale at area
bookstores and online retailers or
through Arcadia Publishing
(www.arcadiapublishing.com.)

It is also available at the
Warrington Township Building for
$21.99. Profits from the sale of the
book go to the Warrington Historical
Society. Buying it directly from the
society at the township building, Roth
said, is more advantageous to the local
group, a profit of about 40 percent ver-
sus 8 percent from sales by a retailer.

Lou Sessinger can be contacted at 215-
345-3148 or lsessinger@phillyBurbs.com.

Commentary

Lou
Sessinger

The book is available for $21.99
at the township building.

Seniors argue to keep home open
BY MARGARET GIBBONS

STAFF WRITER

One resident of Montgomery
County’s assisted living facility is a big,
tall 87-year-old woman from the South
who was taught to stand up for her
rights.

Another, according to 81-year-old
Eleanor Beardsley, is a tiny lady from
Boston who has retained her Boston
accent. This accent caused consterna-
tion at a restaurant when she demanded
a fork, which sounded like an expletive
that Beardsley shared, much to her star-
tled- and then-amused audience at the
Montgomery County commissioners
meeting last week where Beardsley was
trying to put a human face on her 68

fellow residents as she pleaded with the
county commissioners to not shut down
their home.

There is a husband and wife who
met and then got married at the facility
in Norristown.

There is also a 104-year-old woman
who walks the halls every day for exer-
cise.  There is a former World War II
fighter pilot and a former WAC from
that same era.

There is also one resident who
could not remember her last name
when she was signing the petition to
keep the facility open but spent several
minutes painstakingly printing the four
letters of her first name, Beardsley said.

None of the residents want to go to
a “new shiny place,” claimed Beardsley.

“We love our home,” she said. “It is

our home. These people are our family.
We have already had to leave our homes
and our families once.”

Beardsley’s plea did secure a prom-
ise from Commissioners Chairman
James R. Matthews to personally visit
with residents of the facility.

“It’s not that we don’t have hearts,”
said Matthews.

Fears that closing the facility would
end the sense of family, community and
options that residents now have are
unfounded, said Matthews.

“But that is our job to convince you
and, obviously, we have failed to con-
vince you that this is good and the right
thing to do,” said Matthews.  “That is
our shortcoming, not yours.”

Claiming the county’s assisted liv-
ing facility is a drain on county tax dol-

lars because it was never linked with a
skilled-care operation as originally envi-
sioned, the commissioners last
November announced their intention to
close down the operation.

Noting that it is costing taxpayers
more than $2 million a year, officials have
estimated the county can save at least $1
million a year by relocating the residents
in private facilities and paying the differ-
ence between what residents are now
paying and the cost of the private facility.

The county and a committee created
by the commissioners are now review-
ing proposals the county received from
two assisted living facilities in East
Norriton to accept these residents.

Margaret Gibbons can be reached at 610-
279-6153 or mgibbons@phillyBurbs.com.

Stepping in mayor’s role

Carl Kosola/Staff Photographer

New Britain’s new mayor, David Holewinski, has filed a petion for candidacy in hopes of remaining
mayor after his term expires at the end of 2009. 

After the death of longtime mayor
Robert Snavely, David Holewinski
was named as his replacement.

BY ANNIE TASKER

STAFF WRITER

New Britain planning commission Chairman David
Holewinski has been named acting mayor after the resig-
nation and subsequent death last month of long-time bor-
ough official Robert Snavely. 

The late mayor, who was 79, died in his home Feb. 20
after battling a series of health problems. Snavely held
the seat for 22 years and was a council member for 20
years prior.

Holewinski filed a petition for candidacy with the
county this week in hopes of remaining mayor when
Snavely’s term expires at the end of 2009. The planning
commission chair is married to fellow Republican Mary
Pat Holewinski, a 16-year council member also running
this year to keep her seat. 

The former Philadelphia Inquirer and Daily News ad
representative, who now runs a marketing business from
his home, steps in at a busy time for the borough of
3,000. He’ll help negotiate a police merger already in the

works with neighboring Chalfont. As the tie-breaking
vote in the event council members find themselves with a
split decision, he’s been reading up on the Central Bucks
School District’s controversial proposal to build a bus
depot at the old Cayuga Pipe Co. at Bristol Road and
Route 202.

The appointee said he had
expressed interest in the mayor’s
seat whenever Snavely chose to

step down, though not without his blessing.
Virginia, Snavely’s wife of nearly 60 years, said her

husband gave it freely. He was told in the hospital that
the planning commission chair was under consideration
for mayor and, according to Virginia, “he said, ‘Good!’” 

Snavely had been sidelined with hip injuries for some
time, and his seat on the Chal-Brit Regional Police
Commission had been temporarily filled by a council mem-
ber. He formally stepped down Feb. 10 because he felt it
wasn’t fair that he couldn’t attend meetings, Virginia said. 

Borough staff is feeling his absence. “We’re all so sad
here,” borough manager Robin Trymbiski said Friday. 

A retired insurance company official and Korean War
veteran, Snavely was named mayor emeritus in February,
Trymbiski said. The plaque is still hanging on the wall,
his wife said Friday.

Annie Tasker can be reached at 215-345-3187 or
atasker@phillyBurbs.com

New Hope

A flood of
info about
drinking
water
Students at New Hope –
Solebury High School and
the Jonathan D. Krist
Foundation are raising
awareness about a
precious natural resource.

BY FREDA R. SAVANA

STAFF WRITER

It would surprise few to know the
developing world’s drinking water is in
jeopardy. It might surprise many, how-
ever, to know how significant the prob-
lem is in our local communities. 

Threatened by development, pollu-
tion and a lack of information, the
region’s watersheds are under pressure,
said Brian Keyes, a member of the
Aquetong Watershed Association.

“There are pollutants from pesticides
and farming; there’s erosion,” said
Keyes, of the area’s streams and rivers.
Protecting the region’s groundwater and
“sustaining the aquifer for our grand-
children,” is imperative, he noted.
Hoping to “edu-tain” — both educate
and entertain — the Jonathan D. Krist

See WATER, Page B2

Preventive screening program running low on cash

BY JO CIAVAGLIA

STAFF WRITER

A program providing free routine
breast and pelvic cancer screenings for
low-income women may be placed on
hold after this month until July.

The Bucks County Health
Department is among 11 Healthy
Woman Program sites in Pennsylvania
that has exhausted patient quotas for
the year, according to the state depart-
ment of health, which oversees the fed-
eral program.

The county had stopped arranging
new appointments as of March 1, but
on Thursday it received word the state

had authorized two more clinics this
month, said Marline Emsley, public
health program manger. After, the pro-
gram goes back on restricted enroll-
ment.

That means that only women with
pre-scheduled appointments and those
showing cancer symptoms will be seen;
women with a cancer diagnosis also will
continue receiving free care, state health
spokeswoman Holli Senior said.

Local hospitals and clinics say
they’ll help fill the gap, though it means
further strain on limited resources at a
time when service demand is growing
as more people lose jobs and health
insurance coverage.

Nurse practitioner Cathy Giorgio,
who runs the Bucks County Health
Improvement Partnership adult clinic
in Bensalem, was distressed at losing
another health care resource. She refers
three or four uninsured women a week
to the program. 

“It’s a very vital service for our clinic
to have these Paps and mammograms
available to women,” Giorgio said.

The Healthy Woman Program pro-
vides uninsured and underinsured
women free services including annual

mammograms, Pap tests and diagnostic
follow up on abnormal results. Patients
also can be referred for free cancer treat-
ment through the federal Breast and
Cervical Cancer Prevention Treatment
Program.

Healthy Woman is funded through
state and federal money, but it can only
screen up to 11,000 Pennsylvania
women annually, though 10 times as
many —about 111,000 — are eligible
under program guidelines, Senior said.  

The 200 participating health care
providers are given a specific number of
women they can screen each fiscal year
ending June 30. Bucks County met its
annual screening allocation of 117
women — the same number as last year
— at the end of February, Emsley said. 

Two Montgomery County program
sites, including Abington Memorial
Hospital, are close to filling annual

See WOMEN, Page B2

New mayor in town

New Britain

Free health screenings for low-income women 
in Bucks and Montgomery counties could end 
next month. Area hospital may fill the gap. 

If you go
What: Water Heroes on Tour
Where: New Hope-Solebury High
School
When: March 15, 2 to 4 p.m.
Minimum $5 ticket donation

■ More than one billion people world-
wide do not have access to clean water.
■ Water-related diseases are the
leading cause of death in the world,
taking the lives of 6,000 people a
day, and are responsible for 80 per-
cent of all sickness in the world. 
■ 40 billion hours are spent hauling
water annually, a chore primarily
undertaken by women and girls

Source: PlayPump International

Healthy Woman is funded through
state and federal money, but it
can only screen up to 11,000
Pennsylvania women annually,
though 10 times as many —about
111,000 — are eligible under
program guidelines.

Did you know?


